PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: April 2014
A new documentary feature film ORION: THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING, from award winning director Jeanie Finlay (The Great Hip Hop Hoax and SOUND IT OUT) goes into production. 

It tells the story of ORION, the mysterious masked singer Sun Records launched in the months after Elvis Presley’s death that launched the ‘Elvis is alive’ myth.
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The production is backed by Film Agency Wales and Finlay is seeking production funds direct from the audience for the film through crowd funding. Finlay previously crowdfunded the acclaimed documentary SOUND IT OUT, one of the first to do so in the UK and is a fan of working directly with the audience, before the film is even finished.

The film will be Finlay’s fifth feature documentary and the idea for the film started when she bought an Orion record in Nottingham.

“Ten years ago I bought an Orion record at a car boot-sale, it was on Sun Records, on gold vinyl. I played it and heard this unmistakable voice. I immediately wanted to find out more about the mysterious masked man on the cover.

What I uncovered was a rollercoaster story of the Nashville music scene in the wake of Elvis Presley’s death. Orion’s mask and his incredible voice ignited a fantasy and hundreds of thousands of people believed that Elvis might be alive. It’s an extraordinary story and I knew immediately I wanted to make it into a film.”

The campaign to raise finance is being run through crowdfunding website IndieGoGo and in return for backing the project people can chose from a range of exclusive perks, from designer TATTY DEVINE custom jewellery, bespoke masks, Hatch Show Print posters and naming a star in the Orion constellation to becoming an Executive Producer on the film. 


The crowdfunding campaign runs until April 27th, find it here: www.orionthemovie.com
ORION can also be found on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/orionthemovie and on Twitter via @orionmovie.

ends

For further information, imagery and interview requests please contact Sally Hodgson (Producer of Marketing and Distribution) via email sally@pipocapictures.com or by calling 07974 563 697. 

NOTES TO EDITORS

Jeanie Finlay is a British artist and filmmaker who creates intimate, funny and personal documentary films and artworks. Her focus is on creating compelling portraits and is obsessed with telling other people’s stories.

Her work includes The Great Hip Hop Hoax (92 mins) for BBC Scotland and BBC Storyville, Sound It Out (75 mins) a documentary portrait of the very last vinyl record shop in Teesside (official film of Record Store Day), feature documentary Goth Cruise for the Independent Film Channel (USA,75 min) which became the most downloaded title ever on IFC, critically acclaimed doc Teenland (BBC4 60 min) and award-winning interactive documentary Home-Maker. 

Recent Press: 

THE GREAT HIP HOP HOAX

**** THE HERALD ”A great tale of a rock n’ roll swindle told with pop star flair and biting intelligence”  **** DAILY MIRROR **** DAILY TELEGRAPH ****LITTLE WHITE LIES ****TOTAL FILM **** EVENING STANDARD 
**** Critics Pick TIME OUT 

SOUND IT OUT

**** EMPIRE **** THE INDEPENDENT **** THE DAILY TELEGRAPH **** EVENING STANDARD 
**** SUNDAY TIMES 

**** SCOTLAND ON SUNDAY
“Jeanie gives her projects time. She’s a serious, meticulous thinker, not a documentarist for the Big Brother generation.” Screen International
ORION: The Man Who Would Be King has gone through extensive development funded by EM Media, Glimmer Films and Creative England. Production finance has been secured from Film Agency Wales in association with Truth Department. Chief Executive at Film Agency Wales, Pauline Burt comments, “Film Agency Wales is delighted to be working with Dewi Gregory (Truth Department), Jeanie Finlay (Glimmer Films) and Al Morrow (Met Film) on this fantastic project. A fascinating story brought to life by exciting filmmaking talent, Orion will be an inventive addition to our slate of upcoming documentary feature films.”

#IAMORION - WOULD YOU WEAR THE MASK?

I Am Orion has been developed as a "wraparound artwork" to go with ORION, part of the React Future documentary Sandbox. More masks, both analogue and digital coming soon to www.orionthemovie.com
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